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IMMIGRATION 
1. What are the requirements to enter
Costa Rica?

2. If a foreign citizen enters as a
tourist and decides to stay longer, can
he/she request an extension?

3. What happens if a tourist overstays
his/her visa?

4. What documents are required to
obtain an immigration status?

5. What are the most common
residency categories in Costa Rica?

6. What do you need to know about
Pensioner temporary residency
(Pensionado)?

7. What do you need to know about
the Rentista temporary residency?

8. What do you need to know about
the Investor temporary residency
(Inversionista)?

9. Benefits for Investors, Pensioners
and Rentistas: what incentives were
created in 2021 by Act 9996 to attract
Investors, Pensioners and Rentistas?

10. What immigration statuses allow
foreign citizens to work in Costa Rica?

11. What is residency through
marriage or relationship with a Costa
Rican (Por vínculo con costarricense)?
Immigration

12. What is the apostille required for
immigration documents to be valid in
Costa Rica?

13. How and where are your
fingerprints taken to comply with the
filing requirement?

14. What happens if a required
document(s) cannot be obtained or
does not exist due to material or
political reasons?

15. My residency application has been
approved: What are the next steps
after receiving the approval
resolution?

16. If your residency expires, what do
you need to renew it?

17. Do foreign-born minors with
temporary or permanent residency
status require a permit to exit Costa
Rica?

18. Can you drive in Costa Rica on
your foreign driver’s license?

19. How long can you drive on your
foreign driver’s license in Costa Rica?

20. Can a foreign citizen obtain a
Costa Rican driver’s license? What is
the process and what is required?
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REAL ESTATE
1. Can foreign nationals legally own
property in Costa Rica?

2. What are three things investors
should know when investing in real
estate in Costa Rica?

3. Are real estate brokers and
companies required to register with
SUGEF?

4. What role does the Public Registry
of Costa Rica (PRCR) play in real
estate dealings?

5. What legal documents are involved
in buying real estate in Costa Rica?

6. What should I look for when buying
or selling property in Costa Rica?
Understanding the importance of
Real Estate Due Diligence

7. Should you use the services of an
escrow agent for real estate
transactions?

8. What are the requirements to open
an escrow account with a duly
registered escrow agent in Costa
Rica?

9. Should I be concerned about the
government of Costa Rica
expropriating my property as a
foreign investor?

10. What are the most common
problems experienced by investors
when purchasing real estate?

11. What are the real estate closing
costs?

12. How do leases work? I am not
ready to buy and want to lease first.

13. What else do I need to know about
rentals and rent payments?
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THE MARITIME LAND
ZONE (COASTAL ZONE)
1. What is the maritime land zone?

2. Who administers the maritime land
zone?

3. Can these properties be used and
exploited by private parties?

4. Can maritime land zone rights by
concession be inherited?

5. For how long are maritime land
zone concessions granted?

6. What happens if the Municipality
decides not to renew a concession?

7. Do concessions expire?

8. How might a concession be
canceled?

9. What happens if the concession
expires or is canceled?

10. Can foreign nationals be awarded
concessions for property located in
the maritime land zone?

11. Is it possible to be a concessionaire
of more than one concession?

12. How easy is it to apply for a
concession?

13. Can concessions be transferred to
third parties?

14. Can you change the terms of the
concession agreement?

15. Does the concessionaire have free
reign to build on the concession?

16. How much are property taxes on a
concession?

17. Can concession property be
subject to profitable economic
activities?

18. Can a private third party hold a
concession property as an investment
and not develop it?

19. Is it safe to invest in concession
property?
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THE MARITIME LAND ZONE AND
THE GULF OF PAPAGAYO SPECIAL
REGIME
1. Do properties in the Gulf of
Papagayo have a special legal
regime?

2. What is the PTGP?

3. How does the PTGP work?

4. For how long are the concessions
granted in the PTGP?

5. Can concessions in the PTGP be
cancelled?

6. Can concessions in the PTGP be
transferred?

7. Can foreign nationals own
concessions in the PTGP?

8. Is it safe to own a concession in the
PTGP?
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CORPORATIONS
AND TAXES
1. l'm planning to do business or
invest in Costa Rica. Should I
incorporate?

2. Do I need an attorney or notary
public to incorporate an entity to do
businesses or invest in Costa Rica?

3. What type of corporation should I
incorporate? "Sociedad de
Responsabilidad Limitada" or "SRL."

4. What type of corporation should I
incorporate? "Sociedad Anónima" or
"SA."

5. Should I do business or invest
through a Costa Rican corporation or
in own name?

6. lf I don't live in Costa Rica or have
to travel often, how can I maintain
control and operation of the
corporation?

7. Is my corporate address in Costa
Rica important?

8. Do I really need a resident agent?

9. Is it difficult to open a corporate
bank account in Costa Rica?

10. How important is due diligence to
the success of my business in Costa
Rica?

11. Does the Transparency and Final
BeneficiariesRegistryoftheCentral
Bank of Costa Rica apply to
corporations and legal entities?

12. What are the most common taxes
applicable to corporations?

13. What is income tax and how is it
regulated in Costa Rica?

14. What is value added tax and how
is it regulated in Costa Rica?

15. What is the capital gains tax and
how is it regulated in Costa Rica?

16. What is the solidarity or luxury
tax?

17. What estate planning should I do if
I have investments or own assets in
Costa Rica?
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